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Home Baked  
& 

Confectionary 
Goods 

Since July of 2012, Arizona law (Revised 
Statute §36-136 (H) (4) (g) and §36-136 (H) 
(13)) allows residents of State of Arizona to 
prepare baked and confectionary goods that 
are not potentially hazardous in a kitchen of 
a private home for commercial purposes with 
specific requirements met. Such foods are 
commonly referred to as Cottage Foods.  

Guidelines for 
Compliance    
with Arizona 

State Law  

http://www.azleg.gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/36/00136.htm&Title=36&DocType=ARS�
http://www.azsos.gov/public_services/Title_09/9-08.htm�
http://www.fda.gov/Food/FoodSafety/RetailFoodProtection/FoodCode/FoodCode2009/�
http://www.azdhs.gov/phs/oeh/fses/goods/index.htm�
http://www.esd.maricopa.gov�


Maricopa County residents can cook/
bake confectionery food products (e.g. 
cakes, cookies, candies) at home for 
sale without obtaining a license/permit.   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Some important requirements: 
 Food Service Worker Card 
 Registration of business with State - 

AZ Dept. of Health Services (ADHS) 
 Proper labeling of product 
 

(Comply with any local government and Federal-I.R.S. 
business-related obligations).  

Home Baked & 
Confectionary 

Goods  

Ready to bake and sell 
 

Where CAN I sell my home baked & 
confectionery products? 

 

 Person to person 
 

 Farmers Market and Special Events 
as long as NOT selling in the same booth 
where other potentially hazardous food 
 items are being prepared/sold 
 

 Businesses not permitted by Maricopa 
County Environmental Services             
Department (MCESD) to  operate as a food 
establishment 

  
 

 

Allegations about baked and confectionary 
goods shall be referred to the ADHS      
complaint line at 602-364-3118 or email at 
homebakedgoods@adhs.gov. 

A citizen may file a complaint with MCESD at 
(602) 506-6616 or esd.maricopa.gov when: 

1. There is an allegation regarding 
baked and confectionary goods sold 
at a permitted food establishment. If 
the food establishment has a permit 
and allegations are validated, MCESD 
will document a violation of the 2009 
FDA Food Code such as food from an 
unapproved source under the food 
establishment’s permit. 

2. There is an allegation about baked 
and confectionary goods intended for 
human consumption that are spoiled 
or contaminated regardless of the 
point of sale or ADHS registration. 

3. There is an allegation about baked 
and confectionary goods being a 
cause of sickness.  

 

 

 

 

 

Find a violation?  
File a Complaint! 

Maricopa County Environmental Services       
Department (MCESD) permits and regulates food 
establishments under the Maricopa County    
Environmental Health Code. MCESD has adopted 
the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
2009 Food Code that prohibits food and/or drink 
prepared in a private home from being sold in a 
permitted food establishment. (FDA Food Code 
2009: Chapter 3, Section 3-201.11). Any such 
foods found in a permitted establishment are 
considered to be from an unapproved source. 

Where are my home   baked &  
confectionery products NOT allowed  

for sell ? 
 

MCESD does not regulate the sale of home  
baked and confectionary goods.  Businesses    
permitted by MCESD to operate as food           
establishments are NOT allowed to resale these 
food items 

mailto:homebakedgoods@adhs.gov�
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